FLYING AT WINDERMERE

—_—

Admiralty Tests the Machine.

-The admirsity have responded to Mr. E. W.
Wakefleld’s mwvitation to p‘:’iuspect his hydro-
weroplane on Windermere, and on Saturday
morning liput. Longmore, R.N., the Admir-
alty’s aviation specialist, had the machine out
for testing purposes. The Lieutenant, Mr.
Wakefield, amd the latter v pilot, Mr. Adams,
were the only persons present whem the tests
were mnade, the advent of an official from the
Admfralty having been kept a secret. But the
gueeu_xers on one of the lake steamers had a

ne view of at least one test—the most severe
tg which the machine was put. In the invita-
tion to the Admiralty Mr. Wakefield mention-
ed severa] points of interest, including the fol-
lowing = (1) The possibility of training pilots;

(2 t}lo %u«;tiop, of selling the maochine to the
Admirelty fe} the development of aviation in
00 jon with the navy; (3) the poesibility.
of obtaiping tho essistance of the Admiralty in
tosting the machine on ealt water. The tests
began about 9-15 in the morning and continued
antil 1045, The conditions were distinctly
favourable, the wind velocity being about five
wiles un hour and the lake calm. th Lieut.

more and Nr. Adams took the machine
into the air. No long distance flights were
made, the object of the Admiralty expert being
to test the capacity of the hydro-aeroplane in
respect te #ights from, and alighting on, the
water, and ita behaviour in the water es ally
when there was what is known nautically as a
little lop on. ““Oh yes, the machine lLehaved
very well, o far as I am concerned,” Mr.
Wakefield teld our representative, who saw him
after the tests. ‘“There was no damage done
to the machine, and she did everything that
was asked of her. An interesting incident oc-
curred during the trial. One of the passenger
steamers plymg on the lake came by and the
wash affected ﬁle motor boat in which I was
with Lieutenant Longmore. * How will the
wash affect your machine®” he said. 1 replied,
‘Oh the machine doesn’t mind the wash of the
stoamer,’ and on a signal to Mr. Adams to go
into the wmsh he did eo. The machine rose
from the wash, made a circle and alighted in
the wash sgdin.” The people on board had a
good view of what was going forward. “ Hoew

did they tele it,” obesrved 'Mr. Walkefield.
“ Well, so far as we oould tell they didn’t seem
to be frightemed but rather to enjoy it. They
didn’t seem to think they were going to be
sent to destruction, not a bit of it.” 1es-
tioned with regard to the 8§ miles’ Iy"ti which
had to be attained for the ﬁwh o to
rise from the water, Mr. Wakefield expresved
the opinion that Lieutenant Lo ro rose at
a less speed than that, as he up quicker
han the pilot had done hitherto. Mr. Wake-
eld was then asked as to experiments which,
anre bouzhonrkd vyut with a view %0 improving
kis mac " We want to test it with the
engine in f{rent insteed of behind. This would

to its stability. Then we want to try to
wet it to cewry a passenger in addition to the’
ml_o,: nna‘ u‘v:’ w:nttto- ada;;t uzt tﬁd “.:t 11)1:_,
westher ich at present it wo n
tafe to fly ib. Those are three principal aims
of our experiments at the present moment.”
The War Office, Mr. Wakefield mentioned in
oconolusion. in reply to his sommunication te
them, had nformed him that as the matter
was. one for the navy they had referred the
wmatber to Ldng::lty. Cortainly that de-
rtment - pot n slow in movmﬂ; and
he result of their expert’s trial of the hydro-
aeroplane will be aweited with keen interest.




